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Henry V. Vaccaro — Pro Se Plaintiff
26 Sequoia Parkway R Q@ EIVED
Ocean, NJ 07712
(P) (908) 216-5145 DEC/D&ZUH
henryvaccarosr@gmail.com
AT 8:30 M
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT ~ WHIAMTW ALEEL?
FOR THE DISTRICT OF NEW JERSEY %

HENRY V. VACCARO, Civil Action No. O

Plaintiff, O/P)

JOHN BRANCA, JOHN‘I@ S 1-10 and ABC

CORPORATIONS 1-10, COMPLAINT AND

JURY DEMAND

Defendants. ®®
D ..
X

Pro Se Plaimtiff Henry V. Vaccaro (° e’ytiff’), with an address of 26 Sequoia Parkway,
Ocean, NJ 07712, by way of complaint against ts John Branca, John Does 1-10 and
ABC Corporations 1-10 (collectively “defendants™), stat Hows:

NATURE OF THE ACTION

1. This is a defamation action arising out of the miscc% of John Branca who
communicated false and defamatory statements of which Plaintiff learned on December 18, 2013
regarding Pléintiff to persons other than the Plaintiff. As a direct and proximate result of the

defamatory statements made by John Branca, Plaintiff has incurred damages.

@@ ' THE PARTIES

Q

\@' ~ At all relevant times, Plaintiff was a citizen of the State of New Jersey.
3. %ll relevant times, defendant John Branca (“Defendant™) was a citizen of the State

of California and ttorney with a business address of Katten Muchin Rosenman, LLP, Century
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Park East, Suite 2600, Los Angeles, CA 90067-3012. &
4, Defendants John Does 1-10 are individuals, the identities of whg:\%are presently
unknown to Plaintiff, that engaged in improper conduct that caused injury and%ges to

Plaintiff, (?(?

5.  Defendants ABC Corporations 1-10 are corporations or other business entities, ‘ﬁ@

identities of which are presently unknown to Plaintiff, that engaged in improper conduct that

caused injury and damages to Plaintiff.

X JURISDICTION AND VENUE

6. This Court p@@es jurisdiction pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §1332 because the matter in
controversy exceeds the sum %T)C;Sglue of $75,000.00 exclusive of interest and costs, and is
between citizens of different states. @ .

7.  Plaintiff resides in New Jersey andjpefendant resides in California. Thus, the parties are

Q

citizens from different states and therefore com \/eibdivcrsity of citizenship exists among the
parties to this matter. ‘/§ 0

8.  Venue is proper pursuant to 28 U.S.C. ]391(b)(§1:1 the United States District Court
for the District of New Jersey because the events giving rise to thQ@ms herein occurred within
this federal district, which includes but is not limited to the injuries afd damages incurred by
Plaintiff.

BACKGROUND

@ 9.  Vintage Associates, LLC (“Vintage”) is a New Jersey limited liability company.

)

P]‘Qﬁ\?ﬁ is the managing member of Vintage.

1{?@ intage is the owner of a collection of original memorabilia regarding the late
entertainer, 1:4@1 Jackson.
11. Inor abe%ay 2013, Core Media, a Public Company and then-owner of the Elvis

OO 2

<

O

?



. Case 3:14-cv-07838-JAP-LHG Document 1 Filed é\/,glm Page 3 of 5 PagelD: 3

S

Presley Estate including Elvis Presley memorabilia, expressed an interes{jh ‘éurchasing some or
all of Vintage’s Michael Jackson memorabilia collection. \Z :/>
12. Thereafter, John Branca, as executor of the Estate of Michael Jacksc@, @ntacted
Core Media with the clear purpose of defaming Plaintitt. (?(?
13. Upon information and belief, by email that Plaintiff learned of on December %
2013, defendant John Branca stated to Core Media, “Henry Vaccaro [Plaintiff] is guilty of fraud. ‘ O
We have obtained a judgment against him and he is bankrupt.” A copy of this email was also O@
sent to Howard Weitzmap, Esq., who is defendant Branca’s attorney.
14. As a result o%foregoing statement made by defendant Branca to Core Media,
Core Media declined to do any(b@ﬂess with Vintage and its principal, Plaintiff Henry Vaccaro.
In particular, Core Media declined to%ag: Michael Jackson memorabilia from Vintage.
15.  As adirect and proximate resa{@the statements made by defendant Branca to Core
Media, Plaintiff was deprived of a lucrative bus'meé) ortunity.
16. The statements made by defendant Branca‘fg\gﬁe Media were false.

17. Defendant Branca knew that the statements he~made to Core Media were false

L ]
and/or he made such statements with a reckless disregard to the st@@ms’ truth or falsity.

COUNT I @

{Defamation)
6/5 18. Plaintiff repeats, incorporates and realleges paragraphs 1-17 as if they were set forth

()‘ at length herein.
’\9 02 19.  On December 18, 2013, Plaintiff, Henry Vaccaro, learned that defendant Branca had
advis%é;cj)re Media by email, “Henry Vaccaro is guilty of fraud. We have obtained a judgment
against hi@@@)he is bankrupt.” A copy of this email was also sent to Howard Weitzman, Esq.

20. At th %)f defendant Branca’s statements, Core Media had expressed an interest

O
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in purchasing Michael Jackson memorabilia from Vintage. &

21. As a direct and proximate result of said statements, Core Mediax@%;:'ded not to do
any business with Vintage and specifically refused to purchase Michael Jackson @@rabﬂia.
Therefore, Mr. Branca’s statements destroyed Plaintiff’s business opportunity. (?(?

22. The statements made by defendant Branca to Core Media were false. %

23. Mr, Branca made the statements to Core Media knowing that they were false and/or ¢ O

O

with a reckless disregard of the statements’ truth or falsity. @

24, Defendant ?{anca also acted negligently by failing to determine the falsity of the

statements he made to Co%dia.

25. As a direct and pr(g@tc result of the foregoing wrongful conduct committed by
defendant Branca, Plaintiff has susta}}? amages.

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff demands j\{d@mm against defendant John Branca as follows:

(a) Compensatory damages; ®@

(b) Interest; . (?(?

(c) Costs of the suit; %

(d) Punitive damages; .

{(e) Attorney’s fees; O

(f) Such other and further relief as the court deems fair arg fust.

Dated: December 17, 2014 /
/5 HENRY VACCARO

Q Pro Se Plaintiff
S

‘\S\@ JURY DEMAND

\@\I@ﬂiﬂ" hereby demands a trial by jury on all of the triable issues of the Complaint.

Dated: De%{rjbi;mm By 4 /&/

HENRY VACCARO

% Pro Se Plaintiff

. C’O \
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DESIGNATION OF TRIAL COUNSEL @ .

Henry Vaccaro, Pro Se, is hereby designated as trial counsel for the Plam@ & the within

matter. | . (?(?

Dated: December 17,2014 / / 4‘
By: ﬂ—ﬂ

HENRY VACCARO
Pro Se Plaintiff OO
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